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AS” We 1g Is 


To the Right Honourable, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and Commons of Ireland Aſſembled 


in PARLIAMENT. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


S 2 Ought not to diſpute your commands for the 
ed fh. 2ns my = of erm. leſt 
P my Sermon ſhould be proteſtatio contra 
C&S f:ctum : here T know my Example would 
be the beſt Uſe to this Doftrine, and Tam fure to find 
10 inconvemiency ſo great as that of Diſobedience ; nei- 
ther can Þ be confident that I am wiſe in any thing but 
when I obey ; for then I have the wiſdome of my Supe- 
riour for my warrant, or my excuſe. I remember the 
faxing of Aurchius the Emperor, Aquius eſt me 
ror &c talium amicorum confilium, quam tot 
rales meam univs voluntatem {equi. could: eafily 
have pretended excufes, but that day I bad taught others 
the contrary; and I xwould not ſhed that Chalice which 
A 3 my 
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my on hands had newly filled with waters. iſſuing 
fromthe fountains of Salvation. 5 

My eyes are almoſt grown old with. ſeeing the horrid 
miſchiefs which came from Rebellion and Diſobedience ; 
nd I would wil'mgly now be bleſſed with obſervation of | 
Peace: and Rivhteouſneſs, Plenty and Religion which 
do already, .and T hope fhall for ever, attend upon Obe- 
dience to the beſt KIN G and the beſt CHURCH 
in the world. | fee no objeftion againſt my hopes, but 
that which ought leaſt of all in this caſe to be pretended. 
Men pretend C wh againſt Obedience ; , expreſsly 
againſt Saint Paul's Dofrine, teaching us to obey 
tor conſcience ſake ; but to diſobey for Conſcience'in 
a thing indifferent, is never. to be found in the books 
of our Religion. 

It is very bard when the Prince #s forC'd to ſay to 
his rebetlious Subje&, as God did to his ſtubborn people, 
Quid faciam tibi 2 L have tried all the wates I can to 
bring thee home, and: what ſhall T now doe unto thee ? 
The Subje& ſhould rather ſay, Quid me vis facere ? 
What wilt thou have me to-dve* 'This Queſtion #s the 
bet end of diſputations. Corrumpitur atque diflol- 
yvitur Imperantis officium, ft quis ad id quod 
facere juſlus eſt, non obſequio debito, fed con- 
flio non conſiderato reſpondeat , ſaid one in A. 
Gellins. When @ Subjefk is commanded to obey, -and 
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he diſputes, and ſaies, Nay, but the other us better, he is. - 
like a ſervant that gives: bis\Ma neceſſary: counſel, 

hen he requires of him a neceſſary obedjence. Utilius 
parere edi&to quam efferre.confilium, be had bet-" 
ter obey then give counſel  byhow much it is better to 
be profitable they to be witty, to.be full of goodneſs ra- 
ther then full of talk and argument, / * Land 
But all this is acknowledged: true in ſtrong men, but 
uot in the weak ; mn vigorous," but not in tender Conſci- 
ences: for Obedience-us ſtrong meat, and will not down 
with weak ftomacks. © As if- in the world any thing 
were eaſier then to obey : for we ſee that the food of 


Children is milk and lawes ;the breaſt-milk of their Nur- 


ſes and the commands of their Parents is all that food 


and Government by which they are- kept from harm and 
hunger, and condu&ted to life and wiſdome. And there- 


fore, they that are weak brethren, of all things in the 


world have the leaſt reaſon to pretend an excuſe for 
diſabedience, for nothing can ſecure them but the wiſ- 
dome of the Laws : for they are. like Children. m mino- 
rity ; they cannot be.truſted to their own condu&t, and 
therefore muſt live at the publick charge, and the wiſ- 
dome of ther Superiors 1s their guide and their ſecu- 
rity. And this was wiſely adviſed by S. Paul, Him that 
Is weak in the faith receive, but not to doubrfull 
diſputations : that's not the way for him ; Children 


muſt 
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not diſpute with their Fathers and their Maſters. 
Fainen ml hy ops look, tot ; that's meat 
ſtrong indeed # be not nutritive © 
Norms. the pray Me bas and 
the Dobtrines of our: Ralers, are the meaſures 
by which God bath appointed Babes in Chriſt to-become 
Men , and the weak to-becume ſtrong ; and' they that 
are not to be received to doubtful Aſnctiows are fo be 
received with the arms of love into the imbraces of a 
certain and regular Obedience. + - 
But it would be confidered, that Tenderneſs of 
ef & an equivocal terme, and does not alwaies 
yard For a Child is of a tender fleſh ; 
Yor jure: foot ts out of joint, or hath a bile m his 
arme, or hath ſtrained a is much more tender. 
The tenderneſs oral mw weakneſs that is in the 
ipnorant and the new beginners: the tenderneſs ofa 
bile, that is ſoreneſs indeed rather then tenderneſs, is 
of the diſeaſed, the abuſed, and the miſ perſwaded. The 
firſt indeed are to be tenderly dealt with, and have 
ae accordingly : but that is the ſame 1 have already 
tald; you muſt teach them, you muſt command them, 
you muſt guide them, you muſt chuſe for them, you muſt 
be their guardians., and they muſt comport themſelves 
eccordingly. But for that tenderneſs Tf Conſtience 
which # the diſeaſe and ſoreneſs of Conſcience, it 


maſt 
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muſt be cured by anodynes and-foftuſages, unleſs they 
prove ineffeftive, and that the Launcet be neceſſary. 
But there are amongſt us ſuch tender ſtomacks;that can- 
not endure Milk, but can'very well digeſt Iron; Conſci- 
ences ſo tender, that a Ceremony ts greatly offenſive, but 
Rebellion ts not ; a Surplice drives them away as a bird 
affrighted with a man of clouts, but their Conſciences 
can ſuffer them to deſpiſe Government, and ſpeak evil 
of Dignities, and curſe all that are not of their Opinion, 
and diſturb the peace of Kingdomes, 'and commit Sa- 
* Crilege, and account Schiſme the charafter of Saints. 
The true Tenderneſs of Conſcience is 1. that which 
impatient of a fin ; 2”, it will not endure any thing 
that looks like it ; and'3” it will not give offence. Now 
ſince all Sin is Diſobedience, 1.it will be raxelycon- 
tingent that a mann a Chriſtian Common-wealth ſhall 
be tied to diſobey, to avoid fn : and certain it is, if ſuch a 
caſe could happen, yet 2, nothing of our preſent -que- 
ſions ts jo like a fin, as when we refuſe to obey the 
Laws; to ſtand in aclean Veſtment us not ſo ill a ſight 
as to ſee men ſtand m aanrran and 'to- kneel at the 
Communion 15 not ſo like Tdolatry as Rebellion #s to 
Witchcraft.: and then'3"”, for the matter of giving 
offences ; . what {candal is greater then that which 
 ſeandalizgs the Laws */and whats ſo'carefully to be ob- 
ſerved, leſt-be be.offended, as the K IN G * Andiif that 
a which 


CH The Poa 
which offends the weak brother 'is t0. be avaided, mueh 
more that which offends the ſtrong ; for this is certainly 
real criminal, but for the other it i mach oddes but it 
niches, nd When the caſe 16 ſo put, between che 
obedient and the daſobedient, which ſhall be q 
and one will, T ſuppoſe theve is no queſtion bat the Laws 
will take more care of SubjeFts then of Rebels, and not 
weaken them in their duty mm compliance with thaſe that 
| hate the Laws, and will not endure the Government. 
And after all this, mm the condut# of Government 
what remedy can there be to thoſe that call themſelves 
Tender C %. 7800p ? I fhall not need ſay that every man 
can eafily pretend it ; for we have ſeen the vileft part of 
mankind, men that have done things fo horrid, worſe 
then which the Sun never ſaw. , Bs pretend tender 
Conſciences againſt Eccleſaaſtical Laws : but I will jup- 
that they are really fuch, that they im the ſimplicity 
4; their hearts follow Abl, olom, wt in ogg us 4664 
their heads in luttle Conventicles and places of ſeparation: 
for atrifle ; what would they have done for themſelves * 
If you make a Law of Order , and in the ſanftion put 
a lauſe-of favour on tender Conſciences , do not you 
wnvie every SubjeFt to Diſobedience by 
teach him how to make bis own excſe ? is. not fuck fl 
Law, a Law without an obligation * may not:every man. 
ms whether he will obey or no* and if he pretends to- 
diſobey 


- 
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Fo OR 
fobty out: of. Conſcience, is nat be that diſobeyes equally 
—_— gn obedient ; altogether as juſt , as not 
having done any thing without leave, and yet much mort 
Religions and conſcientious * Quicunque yult 'is but 
an 1 preface to a Law; and it is a ftrange obligation | 
that makes no difference between him that obeyes and 
him that refuſes to obey. 

But what courſe muſt be taken with tender Conſci- 
ences ? Shall the execution of the Law be ſuſpended as 
| toall ſuch perſons ? that will be all one with the former: 
for if the execution be commanded to be ſuſpended, then 
the obligation of the Law by command is taken away, 
and then it were better there were no Law made. And 
indeed that is the pretenſion, that is the ſecret of the 
buſineſs ; they ſuppoſe the beſt way to prevent Diſobe- 
dience is to take away all Laws. It is a ſhort way in- 
deed ; there ſhall then be no Diſobedience, but at the 
ſame time there ſhall be no Government : but the Re- 
medy is worſe then the Diſeaſe ; and to take away all 
Wine and ftrong drink to prevent Drunkenneſs would 
20t be half ſogreat a folly. 

I carat therefore tell what to adviſe in this parti- 
cular, but that every Spiritnal guide ſhould confider 
whoare tender Conſciences and who are weak brethren, 
and nſe all the waies of piety and prudence to inftru& 
and to inform them, that they mayicreaſe in knowledge 
| | and 
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and- ſpiritual underſtanding. But . they that "will be 
alwates learning and never .come to: the knowledge of the | 
truth. they that will-be children of a hundred years old 
and never come to: years of diſcretion, they are very 
unfit to guide others, and to be Curates of Souls : , but 
they are moſt unfit”. to reprove the "Laws , and ſpeak 
againſt the wiſdome of a Nation, when it is confeſſed 
that they are ſoweak, that they underſtand not the fun- 
damental Liberty which Chriſt hath 97 for them, 
but are ſervants to a ſcruple, and affrighted at a cix- 
cumſtance, and in bondage under an indifferent thing, 
and ſo much Tdolaters of their Se& or Opinion. as to. pre- 
fer it before all their own nobler Intereſts, and the Cha- 
rity of their brother, and the Peace of a whole Church 
and Nation. | y 

Toyou, my Lords and Gentlemen, T hope I may ſay 
as Marcus Curius. ſaid to « ſtubborn young man, 
Non opus Vos habere cive qui parere neſciret; 
the Kingdome hath no need of thoſe that know not how 
to obey. But as for them who have weak and tender 
Conſciences, they are in the ſtate of Childhood and mino- 
 rity.: but then you know that. a.Child is never bappy by 
| Baving his own humor : if you.chuſe for him, and make 
him to uſe it, he bath but one thing to-doe ; but if you put 
him to. pleaſe himſelf, he is troubled with every thing, 
and. ſatisfied with nothing. We find that all Chriſtian 

Es. | Churches. 


10 their own- Subjes. Hud at | this day-the Chur- 


| and Truth and Peace. Si vis brevi perfectus efle, 


Þ A1CAtO! 


Churches: kept this Rule. . They kept- themſelves and 
others cloſe to-the: rule of Faith, Js page: "ſuffered 
one-- Qiother to differ in.» Ceremonies, but ſofter 0 
difference amongſt their own : they gave -Liberty-to 
other :Churches,' and gave Laws, and no Liberty, 


ches of Geneva, France, Switzerland, Germany, 
Low. Countries , tye all their: people to: their - own 
Laws, but tye up no mans Conſcience ; if he be not per- 
ſwaded as they are, let him charitably diſſent; and leave 
that Government, and. adbere to\his: own: Communion. 
If you be net of their mund, they will be ſerved by them 
that are : they will not trouble: your Conſcience, and:you 
ſhall not diſturb their. Government. | But when men 
think they cannot enjoy their Conſcience | unleſs. you give 
them good Livings, and' if you prefer them not , you 
afflif& their Conſciences, they do but too evidently de- 
clare that it is not their Conſciences but their Profits 
they would have ſecured. Now to theſe Thave only this to 
ſay, That their Conſcience us to be enjoyed by the mea- 
fures of God's Word, but the Rule = their Eſtates ts 
the Laws of the Kingdome : and I ſhew you yet a 
more excellent way ; Obedience #s the beſt ſecurity 
for both; becauſe this is the beſt conſervatory of Charity 
eſto obedicns ctiam in; minimis, was the ſaying of —* 
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a Saint; andshe world uſer 16 ok for Mirae from 
them whom they ſhall efteem Saints : but” I had rather 
ſee a man truly bumble and obedient, then to ſee him raiſe 
a man from the dead, ſaid old Pachomius. 

But to conclude : if weak brethren ſhall fill plead 
for Toleration and Compliance, T hope my Loyds the Bi- 
ſhops will | confider where it can doe go0d and doe 
10 harm, where they are permitted, and where them- 
felves are bound up by the Laws, and in all things where 
it is ſafe and holy to labour to bring them eaſe and to 
give them remedy: but to think of removing the Dif- 
eaſe by feeding the Flumoy , T confeſs it is a ſtrange 
cure to our preſent Diſtempers. He that took clay and 
ſpittle to open the blmud eyes can make any thing be col- 
lyrium; but he alone can doe it. But whether any 
humane power can bring good from ſo unlikely an inſtru- 
ment, if any man deſires yet to be better informed, I de- 
frre him, beſides the calling to mind the late ſad effefis 
of Schiſme, to remember that no Church in Chriſtendome 
ever did it. It 1s neither the way of Peace nor Govern- 
ment , nor yet a proper remedy for the cure of a weak 
Conſcience. | 

T ſhall therefore pray to God that theſe men who 
| ſeparate in ſimplicity may by God's mercy be brought to 
underſtand their own Liberty, and that they may not 

for ever be babes and Neophytes, and wax oldin tri- 
| . fl to, 


. and Juſtice, the love of God and Evangelical perfe&ti- 
ons ; and then they will underſtand how ill-adviſed they 
are Who think Religion conſiſts in zeal againſt Ceremo- 
nies and ſpeaking evil of the Laws. | * 

My Lords and Gentlemen, what T ſaid in purſuance 
of publick Peace and private Duty , and ſome little inci- 
dences to- both, 1 now humbly preſent to you, more to 
few my own Obedience then to re-mind you of your 
Duty, which hitherto you have ſo well obſerved im your 
amicable and ſweet concord of counſels and affeFtions, 
during this preſent SeſSion. Lowe many thanks to you: 
who heard me patiently, willingly and kindly ; Tendea- 
voured to pleaſe God , and 1 find I did not diſpleaſe - 
you: but be us the beſt hearer of a. Sermon who firſt 
loves the Doftrine, and then praiſes it ; and that you 
have hitherto done, very piouſly and very proſperouſly. 
I pray God continue to direft your Counſels* ſo that you 
in all things may pleaſe him, and in all things be biaſes 
by bim, that all generations may call you bleſſed. 
Inſtruments of a laſting Peace , the reſtorers of the 
old paths, the Patrons of the Church, friends of Reli- 

gion, and Subjefts fitted for your Prince, who is Juſt 
up to. the 'greateſt example , and Merciful beyond. all. 
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1SAMUEL 15. latter part of the 22* verſe. 


Behold to obey 15 better then ſuerifice, and 
to hearken then the fat of rams. 


Firſt part. of the 23*: 
For Rebellun 1s as the ſm of witchcraft, 
and ſtubborneſs 1s as imguity and 
zaplatry. 


SYN the world nothing is morecaſy 
da) then to ſay our Prayers, and to 
SF Fxc9 obcy our Superiors; and yet in 
SD EASSSD the world there is nothing to 
On S which we are ſounwilling asto 
Prayer, and nothing ſcems fo intolerable as 
Obedience: for men eſteem all Laws to be 
fetters, and their Superiors are their cnemues - 
and when -a_command is giyen, we turn into: 
all ſhapes of excuſe to eſcape from the impok- 
B 


tion : 


(2). 
tion : Foreither the authority is incompetent, 
or the law it (elf is Statutum non bonum, or it is 
impoſsible tobe kept, or atleaſt yery incon- 
venient, and we are to bereliev'd in equity, or 
there is. a ſecret diſpenſation, and it does 
not bind in my particular caſe, or not now ; 
or it is butthe law of a man, and was made 
for a certain end ; or it does not bind the con- 
ſcience, but 'twas only.for Political regards ; 
or, if the worlt happen, I will obey pal- 
ſively, and then 1 am innocent. Thus 
every man fſnuffes up the wind, like the wild 
aſſes in the wilderneſs, and thinks that Autho- 
rity is an incroachment upon a mans birth- 
right; and inthe mean time never conſiders 
that Chriſt took upon him our Nature that he 
might learn us Obedience, and in thar alſo 
make us become like umo God. In his Juſtice 
and his Mercy he was imirable before; but 
before theIncarnation of _—_ we could not 
inpaſsivegraces imitate God who was impaſl- 
Bong Bur he was pleaſed ar a grear wm ſer 
forward this duty; 'and when himſelf became 
obedient inthe hardeſt point, obediens u/que ad 
mortem, and is now become tous the author and 
finiſher of onr Obedience, as well as of ou Faith, 
| TE  admonetur 


4 
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(3) 
admonetur tins atas fieri poſſe quod aliquando 
faftuneſt. We muſt fon oye. $ GE 
ſible to obey the ſevercft of the divine laws, 
-even tq dyc if God commands, becauſe it was 
already done by aman; and we muſt needs 
confels it excellent, becauſe it was done by 
Ged himſelf, x 

But this great Example is of univerſal in- 
fluence in the whole marter of Obedience. For 
that I may ſpeak of thar part of this Duty 
which can be uſeful, and concerns us, Men 
do not deny but they muſt obey in all Civil 
things, but in Religion they have a Supreme, 
Ged only , and Conſcience is his interpreter, 
and in cffe& every man muſt be the Judge 
whether he ſhall obey or no. Therefore itis 
that I ay, the Example of our Lord is the 
great determination of this inquiry: for he 
did obey and ſuffer, according to the com- 
mands of his Superiors under whoſe Govern- 
ment he was placed ; he gave his back to the 
ſmiters, and hu cheeks to the -nippers ; he kept the 
orders of the —_— _ ——_ ofthe 
. Synagogues, the Lawo the rights 
of the Temple ,and by ſo doing he fall all 
riehteoufneſs, Chriſt made no diſtin&ions in 


2 his 


(4) 
his Obedience, but obeyed God in all things, 
and thoſe that God ſet over: him in all things 
according to God, and in things of Religion 
.moſt of all, becauſe to. obey was' of it ſelf a 
great inſtance of Religion, and if ever Reli- 
gion comes to be pretended againſt Obedience 
in any thing where our Superior can com- 
mand, it' is impoſture : For that is the pur- 
poſe of my text, Obedience is better then Sacrifice. 
Qur own judgment, our own-opinion is the 
ſacnifice, {eldome fit to be offered ro God, but 
moſt commonly deſerving to beconſumed b 
fire : but take it at.the beſt; it is not half ſo 
good as Obedience:; for that was indeed Chriſt's 
Sacrifice , and (as David ſaid of Goliah's ſword, 
n0n if alter talis) there is no other ſacrifice that 
can be balf ſo good : and when Abraham had 
lifted up his ſacrificing knife to lay his Son, 
and fo expreſs'd' his obedience, God would 
have no more; he had the Obedience, and 
he cared not.for. the Sacrifice. | 
By Sacrifice here then is meant the external 
and. contingent a&tions of Religion , by Obe- 
dience, is meant ſubmiſsion. to: Authority, and 
abſcrving, the: command.. Obedience is 'a+ not 
chufing. our Duty, a not diſputing with. our 
Betters,, 


(5) 
Betters, not: to argue, notto:delay, not. to mar- 
mure ; it is notthis, bur it is much better; for 
it 1s Love, and Simplicity , and Humility , and. 
H/efulneſs, and I think theſe do redu&ively con- 
rain all that is excellent inthe whole conjuga- 
tion of Chriſtian Graces. . 

My Text is a perfe&t Propoſition, and hath 
no ſpecial remark in the words of it.;. but is 
only a great repreſentation of the moſtuſeful 

Truth to-all Kingdomes and. Parliaments and 
Councels and:Authorities in the. whole world: 
I is your Charter; and'the SanRtion of your 
authority, and . the ſtabiliment of your 
Peace; and the honour of your Laws, andthe 
great defence of your Ro , and the build- 
1ngup and the guarding ot the Kings Throne. 
It 1s-that by which all the Societies in heayen 

and earth are firm : without this you canngt 

| have a Village proſperous, or a Ship arrive in 
harbour. - It 1s: that: which God: hath bound 
upon us by bope and fear; by: wrath and: con- 
ſcience, by duty:and neceſsity. . Obedience is 
he Eirnaliry of all.Vertues, and. every Sin 1s 

Diſobedience: There can no greater thing be 

laid, unleſs you pleaſe ro adde, that we never 

read that the earth opened and ſwallowed up- 
any; 


(6). 
any man alive, but a company of rebellious 
Aifobedienr people, who role up againſt Moſes 
and Aaron, the Prince of the People, and the 
Prieſt of God. For Obedience is the moſt ne- 

Nulun Celfary thing in the world, and corruptio optimi 

+ pmnt wa : peſSima : Diſobedience is the greateſt evil in 

ſciiczer the world , and that alone which can de- 

ar ino- ftroy It. 

Sn My textisinſtanced inthe matter of Obedi- 
enceto God ; but yet the caſe is ſo, that though 
I ſhall in the firſt place diſcourſe of our Obe- 
dience to man, I ſhall not ſer one foot afide 
from the main intention of it; becauſe Obe- 


dience to our Superiors 1s really and is accounted - 


to be Obedience to God, for they are ſent by 
God, they are his vicegerents, his Miniſters, 
and his Embaſſadors. Apoſtalus cujuſque eſt 

{que fay the Jewes, Every mans Apoſtle is 
hicnſelf ; and be that beareth or deſpifeth you, (aid 
Chriſt, heareth or deſpiſeth me : And the reaſon 
is very evident, becauſe it is not to be expeRted 
that God ſhould ſpeak to us by himſelf, but 
ſometimes by Angels, ſometimes by Pro- 
phets, once by his Son, and alwaics by his 

_ Servants. 
Now Idefire two things tobe obſerved. 


Firſt, 


(7) 

Firſt, We may as well perceive that God 
ſpeaks to us when he uſes the miniſtry of men 
as when he uſes the miniftry of Angels : one 
is as much declared and as certain as theother. 
And if itbe ſaid, a man may pretend to come 
from God , and yer deliver nothing burhis 
own errand ; thatis no ſtrange thing : bur re- 
member alfo that S. Pay purs this ſuppoſi- 
tion in the caſe of an Angel, [If an Angel preach 
any other Goſpel; and we know that many 
Angels come like Angels of light, who yer 
teach nothing bur the waies of Darkneſs. So 
that we are ſtill as much bound to obey our 
Superior as to obey an Angel : a man 1s pauls 
minor anyelis, a little lower then the Angels ; 
but we are much lower then the King. Son 
fiderthen with wharfcar and love we ſhould 
receive an Angel, and fo let us receive all thoſe 
whom God hath ſent to us, and ſet over us; 
for they are noleſs : leſs indeed in their Per- 
ſons, but nor in their Authorities. Nay the 
caſe is neareryet; for weare notonly bound 
to receive God's Deputies as God's Angel, 
but as God himfdf. For it is the power of 
God inthe hand of a man, and he that reſiſts, 
reſiſts God's ordmance. And I pray reme! _— 
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chat there is not only no power greater then 
God's, but there is no other; for all Power is 
his. "The conſequent of this is plain enough ; 
I need ſay no more of it: - Itis all one to us 
who commands, God, or God's Vicegerent. 
This was the firſt thing to be obſerved. 
Secondly, there can be but two things in 
the world requir'd to make Obedience necel- 
ſary, the greatneſs of the. Authority, and the 
worthineſs of the Thing. In the firſt you ſee 
the caſe can have no difference, becauſe the 
thing it ſelf is but one. There is but one Au- 
thority in the world, and that is God's : as 
there 1s but one Sun whoſe. light is diffuſed 
into all Kingdomes. Bur is there not great 
difference in the Thing. commanded ? Yes 
certainly, there is ſome ; butnothing to war- 
rant diſobedience : for whatever the thing be, 
it may be commanded by man, if it be not 
- countermanded by God. For | 
1. It s not required that every thing commanded 
ſhould of it ſelf be neceſſary ; for God. himſelf 
oftentimes.commands things which have in 
them no other excellency then that of Obedi- 
ence. What made Abraham the friend of God ? 
and what made his offerto kill his Son to be 
| EE ſo 
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ſo pleaſing to God? Ithad been naturally no 
very great good- to'cut the throat of a little 
child , butonly that itwas Obedience. Whar 
excellency was there in the journeys of the 
Patriarchs from Meſopotamia to Syria, from the 
land of Canaan into Egypt ? and what thanks 
could the ſons of Tſrael deſerve that they fate 
ſill upon the ſeventh day of the week ? and 
how cana man be dearer unto God by keeping 
of a Feaſt, or building of a Booth, or goingto 
Jeruſalem, or cutting off the foreskin of a boy, 
or waſhing their hands and garments in fair 
water ? There was nothing in theſe things bur 
the Obedience. And when our bleſſed Lord 
himſelf came to his Servant to take of him 
the Baptiſme of Repentance, alas, he could 
take nothing but the water and the ceremony : 
for, as Tertullian oblerves, he was nullius peni- 
tentie debitor, he was indeed a juſt perſon and 
needed no repentance ; but even ſo it became himto 
fulfil all righteouſneſs : but yer even then it was 
that the Holy Spirit did deſcend upon his holy 
head, and crown'd that Obedience, thought 
were butto a ceremony. Obedience, you ſce,may 
be neceſſary when the law is not ſo. For in thele 
caſes, God's Son and God's Servants did obey 
'C in 


10) | 
inthings which were made good only: by-yho 
| my ment: apdif wee dop fo in the-he- 
Lad 3ga 


ng 
of humane Laws,there is potlaie wo.bo 
ialt ic, but thatwhay was not of it elf 


necellary, 1s made {o. bythe aurbority of the 


Compmangex and. the force of the Comman:. 
demcat. Bux theres, more in itthen.. For, 

2”, Wepreieng, tobe willing to, obey; even 
in. things natyrally nat neceſſary, 1hadiving com. 
mand does, intepoſe ;. bur. ibitbe only-a com-: 
mandement; of man, andthe thing-be notne- 
cefaxy of; ic, (616, then we: defireto. be excug'd.. 
But will we doe nothing elſe > We: our- ſelves 
will doe-many things: that-God hath.not:com- 
. Manded, and, may. not our, Supeciors com- 
mang,us. in. INANY- caſes. to doe. what wo may: 
lawfully doe withquta.commandement2:Can: 
ve become. law-yoto ous. ſelves, andicannot 
the word. and.power. of: our- Superjors. alſo be- 
comealawunto,us.? hath:God- gen Mmoreto- 
a, privatethen;toapublick hand, *:Butconſider. 
theill, conſequents, ofthis fond-opinion. Are: 
all the. practices, of Gengyg os Scotlaud recarded; 
in.the. Word of: Gadi? axe the trifling\ Cere- 
manics, of,their, puhlick, Penance-recorded-in- 
the. tqur Golpels ?-axealltherules. of: decency, 


and: 
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afd all chixgs that are of 206d report, and all the 
mieaſires of priideiice, ad the laws of peace 
3nd war, and the aiſtomies ofthe Churches of 
God, and the lines of publick honeſty, are all 
theſe deſcribed tots by the laws of God ? IF 
they be, let us ſee and read therk, that we may 
haveanend toall queſtions and mititire caſes 
of Conſcience : butifthey be At, and yet by 
the Word of God theſe ate bound upon vs in 
the gefitral, and fis othetwiſe, then it follows 
chat the particulars of all theſe, which may be 
infinite, ard 4r2 ififiumerable, yet may berhe 
marter of huttiafit Laws; ard then are bound 
perl us by the power of God pur itito the 
batids of nan, The corſtquent is this, thit 
whatſoever is eofiiftianided BY out Supetior - 
according is the will of G6d; of wharlGever 
is rot agaihſt {t; is 6f RieeeFGity to be bbey'd. 
3”; But What if ovir Prittces or oiir Prelates 
e6thrtiand things apalfft the Wetd bf God ? 
Whit thei 2 Why fiothing then, but that we 
iſt 6bey God 4hid Hot ina ; Bhiete's ris i 
pute of that, But \hat theit again + Why 
th&ftfofe ſai6s the PapHtI will nbt obey the 
Proteſtant Kings, becauſe againſt the Word 
of Ged they command me to come to Church 
C 2 where 


| (32) 

where Hereſy is preached; and I wilt notac- 
knowledge the Biſhops, faith the Presbyte- 
'rian, becauſe they are againſt the diſcipline 
and ſcepter of Teh Chriſt . and the Indepen- 
dent hates Parochial meetings, and is wholly 
fora gathered Church, and ſuppoles this to 
be the practice Apoſtolical ; and I will nor 
bring my Child to Baptiſme, ( ſaithrhe Ana- 
baptiſt) becauſe God calls none bur believers 
ro that Sacrament ; and I will acknowledge 
no Clergy, no Lord, no Maſter , faith the 
Quaker, becauſe Chriſt commands us to call 
no man maſter on the earth, and be not called 0 


men Rabbi. And if you call upon theſemen to 


obey the Authority God hath ſer over them, 


they tell you with one voice, with all their 
hearts, as far as the Word of God will give 
them leave; but God is to be obey'd, and not 


man: and therefore if you put the Laws in 


execution againſt them, they will obey you 
palsively, becauſe you are ſtronger, and ſo 
long as they know it they will not ftir againſt 
you; batthey in the mean time are little leſs 
then Martyrs, and you no. better then Perſc- 
cutors. | 
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_ What: ſhall we doe now? for- here" 41s 7 
evidently a great heap of diforder : they alt 

confeſs that auchoriry muſt be obey'd, bur 
when you come to the trial, none of then 
all will doe it, and they think they are not 
bound : but becauſe their Opinions being 
contrary cannot all be right, and it may be 
none 'of them are, it is:certain that all this 
while Authority is infinitely wronged and 
prejudiced. amongſt them, when all fan- 
raſtick Opinions ſhall be accounted a ſufh- 
cient reaſon to deſpiſe it. I hope the Preſ- 
byterian will joyn with the Proteſtant, and 
lay that the Papiſt , and the Socinian, and 
the Independent, and the Anabaprtiſt, and the 
Quaker are - guilty of Rebellion and Diſo- 
bedience for all their pretence of the Word of 
God to be on their ſide : and I am more 
ſure that all theſe will joyn with the Prote- 
ſtant, and ſay that the Presbyterian hath 
no reaſon to diſobey Authority ' upon: pre- 
rence of their new Government concern- 
ing which they do but dream dreams , when 
they think they ſee viſions. Certain it is that 


the biggeſt part of diſſenters in the whole 


world. are criminally diſobedient ; and it1s a 
C3 thouſand 


| { 14) 
thouſand td one but thar Authority is in the 
right againſt thera, and onghr to obeyd. 
It remains now in the next place, thar we in- 
ire what Authority is o doe in this cale , 
and whac theſe SeQtarits and Recuſants arets 
doe ; for thele arc two things worth inquiry. 
L Concerning Authority. All diſagreeing 
perſons, to cover their foul ſhame of Rebel- 
lion or Diſobedietice, pretend Conſcience fot 
their Judge, and the Scripture for their L aw. 
Now if theſe men think that by this means - 
they proceed (afely, u _ the ſame ground the 
Superior may doe what he thinks to be his 
duty, and be at leaſt as ſafe as they. If the. 
Rebellious Subject can think that by God's 
Law he ought not to obey; the Pririce may 
at the ſame time think that by Gad's Law 
he ought to puniſh him: and it is as cer- 
rain that he is juſtly A wroems as he thinks 
it certain he reaſonably diſobeys. Or is the 
Conſcience of the Stpari6r bound te telaxe 
his lawes, if the inferior tells him (6 ? Ca the 
Prince give Laws to the peoples will ; and cati 
the people give meaſures to t e Prinices tinde- 
ſanding 3 If any one of the pebple car ore 
{cribe'or make enecſary to chanoe the Laty 
then 
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then every o0e att ; 38d by this me every 


new: Opiaton will intxoduee a new Law, aud 
that Law hall be obey'd by hina enly thas 
hath. nnd wk, and that will. bea JE 
Law. that, binds a may. only t@ doe bis own: 
pleaſure; Bur becauſe the Kings Conſcience 
isto him as fuze 2 Rule asthe: Conſcience ob 
any difobediene Subjedk cambeto, himel, the 
Prince is as much bound te doe. his duty ini 
Government, 26 the other eanbe: toifollowe bis: 
Conſcience in diſbgreeing ; and the conle- 
quent will be, that: whesher the: Subjac; be 
right or wrong inthe dilpntation, 1.15,0e5tain, 
hehach the me" of Dilobedicgce.in the. 
concluſion. I6 onamans Canlcience gan bathe: 
meaſure of another: mans; adyon,, why hall. 
not the Princes Conſcience be- the: Sybjedt's 
meaſure 2 butftit: aannot;. then.the. Nrinee is: 
not to. depart: from: his; own: Conſcience, hus 
procced: according to; the: Laws; which, he: 

judges:juſband reaſonable; 3:4 

2. The Supeior- is; tied: by: the: laws att 

Chriſtian Charzy: fo-farta bend) in the mivi- 

ſtrazionof his Laws, as:to pity: the.invinaible. 

Ignorance and: Weaknels. ob his abuſed peaple,. 

qui: devoratur.a malss, Baſtoribue, (as >. flieronss: 


exprel5ion: 
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(16) 
expreſcion is ) that gredevourd'by their evill 
Shepheards : but this is to laſt no longer then 
till the Ignorance can be cured, and the man 
be taught his duty ; for whatſoever, comes 
after this looks. ſo like Obftinacy , that no 
Laws in the world judge it to be any thing 
elſe. And then ſecondly, this alſo is to be 
underſtood to be the duty of Superiors only 
in matters of mere Opinion , not relating to 
Practice. For no mans Opinion muſt be ſuf- 
fer'd to doe miſchief, to diſturb the Peace, to 
diſhonour the Government : not only be- 
caule every diſagreeing perſon can to ſerve his 
end pretend his Conſcience, and ſo claim im- 
punity for his Villany, bur alſo becauſe thoſe 
things which concern the good of mankind 
and the Peace .of Kingdomes are ſo plainly 
raught, that no man who thinks himſelf ſo 
wiſe as to be fit to oppole Authority, can be ſo 
fooliſh as in theſe things not to know his 
Duty. In other things, if the Opinion does 
neither bite nor ſcratch, if it dwells at home 
inthe houſe of underſtanding, and wanders 
not into the out-houſes of Paſsion and popu- 
lar orations, the Superior impoſes no laws, 
and exacts no obedience, and deſtroies no 


liberty, 
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part of Authority. | 


liberty; and. gives no reſtraint. This is the 


. 2. Thenextenquiryis, What muft thediC: 
agreeing Subject doe when he ſuppoſes the. 


Superiors: command 1s againft the Law of 
God ? I anſwer thatif hethinks fo, and thinks 
true, he muſt not obey his Superior in that : 
bur becauſe moſt men that think ſo think 


amiſs, there are many particulars fit by ſuch 


perſons to be confider'd. 


1. Lerſuch men think charitably of others, 


and that all are not fools or mad-men who are 
not of the ſame Opinion with themſelves or 


their own little party. 2. Lethimthink him- |. 


ſelf as fallible and ſubje& to miſtake as other 
men are. '3. Butler him by no means think 
that every Opinion of his is an Inſpiration 
from God : for thatis the pride and madneſs 
of a pretended Religion : ſuch a man is to be 
cyred by Phylick, for he could not enter into 
that perſwaſion by Reaſon or Expericnce, and 
therefore it muſt enter into him by folly or the 
anger of God. 4. From hence it will natu- 
rally follow, thathe _ to think hisOpinion 


tobe uncertain, and that he ought nor to be- 


bur 
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have himſelf like the man tharig too confident; | 
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(18) 
| butbecauſe his Obedience is Duty, and his 
Duty certain, he will find ic more wiſe and 
fafeand holy toleave thar which is difpurable, 
and purſue that which is demonſtrable; to 
change his uncertain Opinion for his certain. 
Dury. For it is twenty to one bur be is de- 
ceived in his Qpinion, bur if he be, it is cer- 
rain that whatloever his Conſcience be, yet 
in his ſeparation from Authority he isa finner. 
2. Every man who by his Opinion is in- 
agzinft Authority, ſhould doe well to 

bis doubtful Opinion lefs, and Hami- 

liry and Obedience _ Bur = fay, that 
this concerns not me, for my di ing is. 
not _ ws apa mateer, bur [ 2 hrs Trims 
in the right ; is no ifs and and in my 
cale. Well, it may be ray were it wn 
benter that you did doubr > A wiſe man feareth 
( ſaith. Solemay ) and: departorh from evil ; but a 
derween2 Learned man and a Novice is this, 
that the yong fellow crieth out, Fam ſure it is 
fo; theberter learned anſwers, fo 3 = mae, 
palkbly ic may, and peradvenmmze it is fo, bur 
k pray enquire : and he is the beſt Divner, 
oaks agrr O og wel} nance, he is the beſt 
Judge 


| (19) "Y 
Judge that conjectures belt, not he that is moſt _ 
dent ; for, as Xenophanes (aid wiſely, Mau - | 
does but conjefture , but God only knows ; andir 
is raſh 5-0 ravg to.4 wiſe man to learn, 
and by ſuſpeting the fallibiliry of things 
and his own ls to miſtake, to — 
dently and ſafely, with an eye to God, and an 
carcopento his Superior. Some menaredrunk 
wich fancy, and mad with Opinion, Who 
believe more ſtrongly then boyes and women? 
who are {o hard to be perſwaded as fools? 
and who ſo readily ſuſpect their teachers as 
they who are govern'd by chance, and know 
notthe intrinſick meaſures of good and _ 
| confiderat de facili pronunciat; 18 1s a 11 
(o_ _ ——— men con- 
clude haſtily, andclap faſt hold on the Con- 
cluſion before they bave well weighed the Pre- 
miſſes: but Experience and Humility would 
teach us Modefty and Fear. | 
3- Inall diſputes he that obeys his Superior 
can never be a Heretick in the eſtimate of Law, 
and he can never be a Schijmatick in the point of 
Conſcience; ſo that he certainly avoids one great 
death, and very probably the other. Res juck- 
cata pro Vericate accipitur, ſaiththe Law; It the 
D 2 Judge 
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Judge have given ſentence, that ſentence is 
fuppos'd a truth : and Caſfiodor ſaid according 
ro the ſentence of the Law, Nimis iniquum eff 
ut ille patiatur diſpendium, qui imperium. fect alie- 
num.” Our Obedience ſecures us from the im- 
puration of evil, and Error does but ſeldome 
goe in company with Obedience. But how- 
ever there 1s this advantage to-be gotten by 
Obedience ; that he who prefers the ſentence 
of the Law before his own Opinion does doe 
an adt of great Humility , and exerciſes the 
grace of Modeſty, and takes- the beſt way to 
fecure his Conſcience and'the publick Peace, 
and pleaſes the Goyernment which he is 
bound to pleaſe, and purſues the excellencies 
of Unity, and promotes Charity and Godly 
Love: whereas on the other ſide, hethar goes 
by himſelf apart from his Superior is alwaies 
materially a Schiſmatick, and is more likely 
to be deceiv'd by his own Singularity and 
Prejudice and Weakneſs, then by following 
the guides God hath ſer over him; - And ifhe 
loſes 'Fruth , certainly he will get nothing 
elſe: forby ſodoing we loſe our Peace too, 
and give publick offence, and arme Authority 
againſt. us, and: are ſcandalous in Law, and 


pull 
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pull evil upon our heads; and all this for a 
proud Singularity, or a triflifl Opinion, in 
which we are not ſo likely to be deceived, if 
wetruſt our ſelves leſs, and the publick more. 
In omnibus falli pofſum, in obedientia non poſſum, 
ſaid S. Tereſa, I can in every thing elſe, but in 
Obedience I can never be deceived. And it is 
very remarkable in my Text, that Rebellion 

or Diſobedience is compared to the ſin of witch- 
craft. Indeed it ſeems ftrange, for the mean- 
Ing of it is not only that a Rebel is as much 
hated by God as a Witch, but it means thar the 
finnes are alike in- their very natures : quaſs 

peccatum divinationis ( ſaith the Vulgar Latine) 
they that diſobey Authority, truſting in their 
own opinions, are but like Witches or Davi- 

ners ; that is, they are led by an evil ſpirit; 
pride and _— and deceiving ſpirit is their 
teacher,and their anſwers are ſeldometrue; for 

though they pretend the Truth- of God for 
their Diſobcdience, yet they fall into the decep- 

tion of the devil, and thar's the end- of their 

foothſaying. And let me adde this, that when | 

a man diſtruſts his Superior and truſts him- 

ſelf, if he miſſes Truth, ic will be-greatly im- 
puted to him; he ſhall feel the eyil of his.error 
; D 3 and: 


(22) 
and the ſhame of his pride, the reproach of 
his folly and he puniſhment of his diſobedi- 
ence, the diſhonour of ſingularity, and the 
reſtleſneſs of Schiſme, and the- ſcorn of the 
multitude : but on the other ſide, if he obey 
Authority, and yetbe deceived, he is greatly 
excuſed, he erred onthe lafer {ide, he is de- 
fended by the hands of many vertues, and gers 
peace and love of the Congregatian. 

You ſee the Bleſcings off Qbedience, even 
in the queſtions and matters of Religion: bur 
I have ſomething more to ſay, and it is not 
only of great uſe to appeaſe the tumultuary 
diſputations and arguings of Religion which 
haye lately diſturbed theſe Nations, bur is 
proper to be ſpoken to, and to bereduced to 
practice by this Honourable and High Court 
of Parliament. 

That which Iamto fay is this; You have 
no other way of Peace, no better way to ap- 
peaſe and quiet the Quarrels in Religion 
which have been too long among us, but by 
reducing all men ta Obedience, and all que- 
ſtions tothe meaſures of the Laws. For rk 
on both fides prezend Scripture, but one ſide 
onely can pretend to the Laws : and they my 
[d) 


(23) 
do admit no authority ow Bll op to 
cxpondd Scripture , cannot but Kings 
expoanders of our Laws; and if ever you 
meanto have "Truth and Peace kiſs each other, let 
no man diſpute againſt your Laws. For did 
not our Blelfcd Saviour fay, that an Oath is | 
the end of all queſtions, and after depoſitions 
are taken, all } gpe to ſentence ? Whar 
Qarths are to private queſtions, that Laws are 
topublick. And if it be faid that Laws ma 
be miſtaken ; itis true, but may not at» Oa 
alfobea Perjnry ? and yet becauſe in humane 
affairs wehave no greater certainty and greater 
then God. gives we may not look. for, Ier the 
Laws be the laſt determination ; _ in wiſe 
and religious Governments no difputation js 
to coded them. ThE 

2. Bar this is not onely true in religious 
prudence and plain neceſiny, bur this is che 
way that God hath appoineed, and that he hath 
blefſed, and thar he hath incended to be-the 
means ofcnding all queſtions. This we learn 


from S. Pad. F; exhort that firſt of all frayens, x Tim.z. 


and. ſupplications ,. and interceſsions, and giving of 
thanks be made for all men.: jor Kings and for all 
| that: 


Proy. I 6. 
IO, 


(24) 
that are'in Authority. For all; for Parliaments 
and for Councils, for Biſhops and for Magi- 
ſtrates : it is for all, and for Kings above all. 
Well, to what purpoſe'is all this ? that we may 
leada quiet and a omnovor; life in all godlineſs 'and 
honeſty. Mark that: Kings and all that are in | 
Authority are by God appointed to be the 
means of obtaining unity and peace in Godli- 
neſs, & evorfiar, In all the true and Godly 
worſhippings of God; no Unity in Religion 
without Kings and Biſhops and thoſe thatare 
in Authority. 

3. And indeed becauſe this is God's way of 
ending our Controverſies , the matter of 
Authority is highly to be regarded. If you 
ſuffer the Authority of the King to be leſſened, 
to be ſcrupled, to be denied in Eccleſiaſtical 
affairs, you have no' way left to ſilence the 
tongues and hands of gainſaying people. But 
ſoitis, the Kings Authority is appointed and 
enabled by God to end our queſtions of Reli- 
gion : Divinatio in labiis Regis ( ſaith Solomon ) 
in judicio non errabit os ejus, Divination and a 
wiſe ſentence is inthe lips of the King, and his 
mouth ſhall not erre in judgement. In all 
Scripture there is not ſo. much for the Popes 

:nfal. 
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infallibility, but by chis it appears there is 
divinity in the Kings ſentence: forGod gives 
to Kings, who are his Vicegerents, a peculiar 
ſpirit. And when Juſtinian had out ofche ſenſe L. 8.cot 
of Juban the Lawyer obſerved thatthere were jiucem- 
rag ow wy 8p Law made no provi 
10n, he addes, If any ſuch ſhall happen, m 
imploretur remedium,xan to the Ki A a 
for therefore God hath ſet the Imperial fortune over 
humane affairs, ut poſſit onmia que noviter contin- 
gunt &* emendare <5" componere, © modis ac regu- 
lis competentibus tradere , that the King may 
amend and rule and compoſe every new-ari- 
{ing queſtion. ' And it is not to be deſpiſed, 
bur is a great indication of this Truth, thatthe 
Anfwers of the Raman Princes and Judges 
recorded in the Civil Law are ſuch that all 
Nations of the warld do approve them, and 
are a great teſtimony how the ſentences of 
Kings ought to be valued, cycn in martersof 
Religion, and queſtions of greateſt doubt. 
Bona conſcientia Scyphus eſt Jofephi; ſaid the old. reruce- 
Abbot of Kells ; a good Conſcience is like Jo- Et. 
ſeph's Cup, in which our Lord che King di- ens 
vines. And {ince God hath. bleſſed us with ſo 
good, {0 juſt, ſo xcligious and fo wiſea Prince, 

| E ler 
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(26) 
let the fentence of his Laws be our laſt reſort, 
and no queſtions be permitted after his judg- 
ment and legal determination. For Wiſedome 
ſairh, By me Princes rule, by me they decree juſtice : 
and thierefore the ſpirit of the King is adivine 
eminency , and is as the ſpirit of the moſt 


High God. 


4. Let no man be too buſy in diſputing 
the laws of his Superiors, for a man by thar 
ſeldame gets good to: himſelf, but ſeldome 
miſſes to doe miſchief unto others. wi lets 
yortum xr Siaic Aryys , {aid one in Laertins. 


--Will a fon contend with his father ? that's not 


decent , though. the fon* [peak that which is 
right: he may poſlibly ſay well enough, bur 
he does doe very ill; not only becaufe he does 
not pay his duty and reyerential fear , but 
becaulſc it is in it ſelf very often unreaſonable 
to' diſpute concerning the command of our 
Superior,whether it be good or no; for the very 
commandement can make i not only good , 
but aneceſlary good. 1+ ſeemed good to the Holy 
Ghoſt and to-us to lay on you no greater burden then 
theſe neceſſary things, ſaid the Council of Jeru- 
falem: and yetthele things were not neceffary, 
bur as they were commanded. : to abſtain 
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from a ftrangled hen'or a bloody pudding 
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could not of rhemſelves be neceflary; but the 


commandement came , authority did inter- 
poſe, and then they were made ſo. - 

5. But then beſides the advantages both 
of the ſpirit, and the authority of Kings in 
matters of queſtion , the laws and decrces of 
a National Church ought upon the account of 
their own advantages be eſtcem'd as a final 
ſentence-in all things diſputed. The thing is 
a plain command Hebrews 13. 7. Remember 
them which have the rule over you, who have fpoken 
unto you the word of God : this tels what Rulers 
he means ; Rulers Eccleſiaſtical : and what 
of them ? whoſe faith follow ; they muſt preire in 
articulis ; they are not maſters of your faith, 
but guides of it : and they that ſit in Moſes chair 
muſt be heard and obey'd , ſaid our bleſſed 
Saviour. Theſe words were not ſaid for no- 
thing ; and they were nothing if their autho- 
rity were nothing. 

For between the laws of a Church and the 
opinion of a Subje&t the compariſon is the 
ſame as betycen a publick ſpirit and a. pri- 
vate. The publick is far the better, the 
daughter of God,and the mothiet of a bleſsing, 
E 2 and 


£ 4; Mabe [4 teh. df - * - : The 
FEET, 335.40 We et Mons, D=tongs, PEE 4? PT» hes + x oy ” ON OR 3 wh 
45 Ia aF. Mo "> 8. SY 35h :. I, E \_ | FORO hs. Co Ea 3 4 
SE FIT onus / ai © 263 a LR” . IX 
: Wy "0s ers bes 85 X22 » > » « Ne 


4.2 + 88 
£ <+ 566 


| (28) 
and alwaies dwels in li The publick fpi 
rit hath already wry wie {rw va 
ſubjeBed to the Prophets, tried and ſearched and 
approved ; the private is yerto be examined. 

he publick ſpiric is uniform and apr to be 

followed ; the private is various and mult- 

form as chance, and no man can follow him 

that hath it. For if he follows one, he is re- 

proved by a thouland ; and if he changes, he 
may ger a ſhame, bur no trach: and he can 

never reſt but in thearms and conduct of bis 

Superior. When Aaron and Miriam murmured 

againſt Moſes, God told chem thar they were 

Prophers . of an inferior rank chen Moſes 

was. God communicated himlclfto them in 

1 dreams and viſions; but the Raach bakkodeſh, 

DP the publick fpirit of Moſes their Prince, that 

F Num. 12, WAaS higher > and what then ? wherefore then 

; ©2753 (Godſaid) were ye not __ z0 ſbeak againſt 

my ſervant Moſes ? plainly teaching us, that 

where there is a more excellent ſpirit, they that 

have a ſpirit leſs exceltent oughtto be afraid 

to ſpeak againft it. And this1s the full caſeof 

- the private and publick ſpirit, that is, ofa 

Subje& ſpeaking. againſt the ſpirit and the 

ves of the Church, In heayen, and in the air, 
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| (29). 
and in all the regions of ſpirits, the ſpirirof a 
lower order dares not ſpeak againſt rhe ſpirit 
of an higher, and therefore for a private ſpirit 
to oppole the publick , is 2 diſorder greater 
Hentoin hell ic (af. £ 

To conclude this point ; Let' ns confider 
wherher it were not an intolerable miſchief if 
the Judges fhould give ſentence in caufes of 
inſtance by the meaſures of their own fancy, 
and not by the Laws, who wonld cndure 
them 2 and yet why may they not doe that as 
well as any Ecclefraftic perſon preach Reli- 
gion, not which the Laws allow, bur whar is 
raught him by þis own private Opinion ? but 
he chathath the Laws on his fide, hath ever 
ſomething of true Religion to warrant him, 
and can never want a great meafure of juftif- 
cation. yrouG. & veer, the Laws and the 
cuſtomes of the country arethe reſults of wiſe 
counſels or long experience ; they ever com- 
ply with Peacc and publick benefit : and op- 
thing of-this can be faid of private Religi- 
ons; for they break the Peace, and trouble 
the Conſcience, and undo Goyernment, and 
deſpiſe the Laws, and offend Princes, and 
diſhonour the wildeme of Parliaments, and 
deltroy Obedience. Well, 


. (30) = 
Well, butin thelaſtplace, if we cannot doe 
what the Laws command, we will ſuffer 
whart they impole; and then all is well again. 
Bur firſt, who ever did fo that could help it ? 
And ſecondly, this talking of paſsive Obedi- 
ence is but a mockery; for what man did 
ever ſay the Laws were not good, bur he alſo 
ſaid the Puniſhment was unjuſt ? And thirdly, 
which of all theRecuſants did not endeavour 
.to get ground upon the Laws, and ſecretly or 
openly aſperſe the Authority that put him to 
pain for' doing that which he calls his duty ? 
and can any man boaſt of his paſsive Obedi- 
ence that calls it Perſecution ? he may think 
ropleaſe himſelf, but he neither does or ſaics 
any thing that is for the reputation of the 
Laws. Such men are like them that failin a 
ſtorm; they may poſsibly be thrown into a har- 
bour, but 'they are very fick all the way. 

Bur after all this I have one thing to ob- 
ſerve to ſuch perſons, Thar ſuch a paſſive 
Obedience as this does not acquit a man be- 
fore God ; and he that ſuffers what the Law 
inflicts is notdiſcharg'd inthe Court of Con- 
ſcience, bur there he is ſtill a ſinner and adeb- 
rer, For the law-is not made for the righteous, -% 

| or 
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for fmners ;that is, the punifhment appointed 
by the Law falls on him only that hath ſinned :.. 
bur an offending ſubject cannot with the fruit of 
bis body pay for the ſin of his Soul : when he does 
evil he muſt ſuffer evil; bur if he does not 
repent beſides, a worſe thing will happen to 
him; for we are nor: tied to obey only for 
wrath, bur alſo for Conſcience. Paſdive obedi- 
ence is only the cerreſpondent of wrath, bur it 
is the ative obedience that is required by Con- 
fſrience ; and whateyer the Subject ſuffers for 
his own fault, it matters nothing, as to his 
Duty , but this alſo God will exa&t at the 
hands of every man that is placed under 
Authority. 
I have now told you the ſumme of whact 
E had to ſay concerning Obedience to Laws 
and to your own Government, and it will be 
to little purpoſe to make laws in matter of Re- 
ligion, or inany thing elle, if the end of it be, 
that every man ſhall chuſe whether he will 
obeyorno: and if it be queſtioned whether 
you be deceiv'd or no, though the ſuffering 
fuch a queſtion is a great diminution to your 
authority, yet it is infinitely more probable 
that youare in the right then thar the der 
1Ent 
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dient Subje& is ; becauſe you are conducted 
with - a . publick ſpirit, you have a ſpecial 
title and peculiar portions of the promiſe of 
God's aſsiſtance , you have all the helps of 
Counſel and the advantages of deliberation, 
you have the Scriptures and the Laws, you are 
as much concerned tojudge according to truth 
as any man , you have the principal of all 
capacities and ſtates of men to aſsift your con- 
ſulrations, you are the molt concern'd for 
Peace, and toplcaſe God allo is your biggelt 
intereſt: and ken it cannot be denied to 
be the moſt reaſonable thing in the world 
which is ſet down in the Law : Preſumptio eft 
pro authoritate imponentts , the# —_—_ of 
truth ought to be on your fide; and fince 
this is the moſt likely way for Truth, and 
the moſt certain way for Peace, you arc 
to inſiſt in this, and it is not poſsible co find 
a better. | 
I have another partor ſenſe of my Text yet 
to handle, but becauſe I have no more time 
of mine-own,and1wilt nor take any of yours, 
I ſhall only doe it in a ſhort Exhortation to 
this moſt Honourable Auditory, and fo con- 
clude. 
God 
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.. God hath puta Royal Mantle; and faftned " 
the KI NG, and he hath given you che] udges e 
Robe; the King holds the Scepter , and he 
hath now permitted you to touch the golden 
Ball, andto take it a while into-your handling, 
arid made obedience to your. Laws tobe Dury 
and Religion: but. then remember that the 
firſt in every hind is to be the meaſure of the © - 
reſt ; you-cannot reaſonably expect that the 
Subjects ſhould obey. you , unleſs: you obey 
God. I do not fpeak this only in relation to 
your perſonal duty ; though in thar alſo ic 
would be con{ider'd, that all the Biſhops and 
Miniſters of Religion are bound to reach. the 
ſame Do&trines by their Lives as they do by 
their Sermons; and what we are to doein the 
matters of Dofrine, you are allo to doe inmat- 
terof Laws; what is reaſonable for the advan- 
tages of Religion, is alſo the beft Method for 
the advantages of Government ; we mult preach 
by our good Example, and you muſt govern' by 
it ; and your good example in obſerving the 
laws of Religion will ſtrangely endear them 
to the affe&ions of the people. Bur I ſhall 
rather ſpeak toyou as you are in a capacity of 
union 


nt 

tinioh atid of Government, for as how you 

havedfity Power, fo theres inourabent upot 
? ET I! 


i. Take care chit all yourpower and your 
contiſels be irtiploy'd in doing honour and 


nlyatitages to Picty and Holineſs. Then you 
6bty Golf in your prblick epeity, when by 


$8” holy Laws and wiſe adminiſtrations you 
: rake care thar all the pup adobedient and 
a religions People. - For then'yottare Pfinee 
Ms dee hed you Web is w, 
vation of a whole Nation, Nihil alind eft mm- 
| perinm miſt - cura falutis alkene, laid Arinianus , 
E- Governtitent is nothing but a care that all 
| E rtten be ſaved. And therefore take (care thar 
tmieh 'do not deftroy their Souls by the 
abomtinations of an evil life: ſe that God 
be obeyd, take (care that the breach of the 
laws of God may not be unpunifhed. The 
beſt way'to make meh to be good SubjeRts to 
the King 1s to make them (good fervants of 
God. Suffer not Drunkennelſs to paſs with 
_ impunity, let Luft find a publick ſhame. Lec 
the ſonnes'df the Nobility andGetitry no more 
dare to diſhonour God then 'the 'rmeaneſt of 
the people ſhall: ktbaſeneſs be en: ae 
th. | ed - 
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. (35) 
ed.,: that-is, put ſuch characters of Shame 
upondifhonourable Crimes,thatitbeefteem'd 
moreagainft the honqur of a Gentlemaa to be 
drunk then to be kicked, more ſhame to for- 


nicatethien to be can'd : and for honours ſake 


and the reputation of Chriftianity, take ſome 
courſe that the moſt unworthy fins of the 
world have not reputation, added tothem by 
being the practice of Gentlemen and perſons 
of good birth and fortunes. Let nat them who 
ſhould be examples of Holineſs have an im- 
punity and a licence to proyoke God to anger; 
left it be aid thatin Ireland it is not lawtul for 
any man to'{in, unleſs he be a perſon of qua- 


licy. Optimus eft reipublice ftegus 5 ubi nthil Seneca. 


deeft uifulicentia: perewds, ; Ina common-wealth 
that's. the 'bgſt ſtate of things , where every 
thingcanbe had but aleavetofin, alicenceto 
beundone. 

. 2. As Godis thus tobe obey'd , and you 
areto-take. care that he be, ſo God alfo muſt 
be honnourd , by paying that reverence and 
religious obedience which is due to thoſe 
perſons whom. he hath been pleaſed ro honour 
by admitting hem to the diſpenſation of his 
bleſings, and the miniſteries of your Religion. 

2 For 


© 2 


For certain it is, this is a right way of giving 
honour and obedience to God. The Church 
is in ſome very peculiar manner the portion and 
the called and the care of God ; and it will con- 
cern you in purſuance of your obedience to 
God, to take care that they in whoſe hands 
Religion is tobe miniſtred and conducted, 
be not diſcouraged. For what your Judges 
are to the miniftry of Laws, that your Biſhops 
are in the miniſteries of Religion ; and it 
concerns you that the hands of neither of 
them be made weak : and ſolong as you make 
Religion your care, and Holineſs your mea- 
fure, you will not think that Authority is the 
moreto be deſpiſed becauſe it is in the hands 
of the Church, or thar its a fin tofpeak evil of 
dignities, unleſs they be Eccleſiaſtical ; but thar 
they may be reviled, and that though nothing 
is baſer then for a man to be a Thief, yet Sa- 
crilege ts no diſhonour, and indeed to be an 
Oppreffor 1s a great and crying ſin, yet to 
opprefs the Church, to diminiſh: her rents, 
 tomake her beggerly and contemptible, that's 
no offence ; and that though ir is not lawful 
&0-deſþiſe Government,yerif it be Church-govern- 
ment, that then the caſe is altered. Take _ | 
| 4 0 
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of that, for then God is diſhonoured, when 


anything is the more deſpiſed by how much - 


itrelates nearer unto God. No Religion ever 


did deſpiſe rheir chiefeſt Minifters; and the 


Chriſtian Religion gives them-the greateſt 
honour. For honourable Prieſthood: is like 
a ſhower from heaven , it cauſes bleſsings 
every where : bur a pitiful, adifheartned, a 
diſcouraged Clergy, waters the ground with: 
a water-pot, here and there a lick good, and 
for a little while ; but every evil man can 
deſtroy all that work whenever he pleaſes. 
Take heed ; inthe world there is nota greater 
miſery can happento any man, then tobe an 
enemy to God's Church. All Hiſtories of 
Chriſtendonre and the whole Book of God 
have fad records, and ſad threatnings, and 
fad ſtories of Corah, and Doeg, and Balaam, 
and Jeroboam, and Uzzab, and Anamas, and 
Sapphira, and Julian, and of Hereticks and Schi. 
{maricks, and lacrilegious ; and after all, theſe 
men could not prevail finally, bur pai'd for 
the miſchief they did, and ended their daies 
in diſhonour, and left nothing behind them 
but rhe memory of their fin, and the record of 
their curſe. 
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3. In'the ſame proportion you are to take 
care of all inferiour Relatives of God and of 
Religion. Find out methods to relieve the 


Poor, to accommodate and well diſpoſe iof. 


thecures of Souls; let not the Churches. lye 
walſt and in ruinous heaps, to the diminution 
of Religion, and the reproach of the' Nation, 
leſt. the nations abroad ſay, that-the Britans 
are a: kind of Chriſtians that have no-Chur- 
ches : for Churches, and Courts of Judica- 
ture, and the publick defences of an Imperial 
City, areres ſacre ; they are venerable in Law, | 
and honourable in Religion. 

But that which concerns us moſt is, that we 
all keep cloſe to our Religion. Ad magnas rei- 
publice utilitates retinetur Religio m_civitatibus , 
ſaid Cicero ; by Religion and the ſtri&t pre- 
ſerving of. it, ye ſhall beſt preſerve. the Inte- 
reſts of the Nation : and according to the pre- 
cept of the * Apoſtle, Mark them which cauſe 
divifions amongſt us, contrary to the dofirine that 
ye have receiv'd, and avoid them. Fox 1bcſeech 
you to coniider, all you that are true Pro- 
teftants ; do you not think that your Reli- 
gion is holy, and Apoſtolical, and taughtby 
Chriſt, and pleaſing unto God ? If you "my o- 
thin 
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think fo, why do you notleave it? but if you 
do- think ſo, why are ye not zealous for it? 
Is not the Government a part of 2 it is that 
which ammures, and adorns, and conducts 
allrhe reſt, and is &ftablifht inthe 26. Article 
of the Church, in the publick Service-book, 
and in thebook of conſecration : Kis therefore 
a part of our Religion, and is not all of it 
worth preſerving ? If ithe, chen they which 
make Schiſms againft this De&rine, by the 
rule of the Apoltle are to be:avoided. Beats 
quite predicat Vverbum maudrtum , Blefſed is he 
that preaches a word that was never heard be- 
fore, 1o 1aid the Spaniſh Jehuice : burChrift 
aid othervride, No man having drunk old wine 
Praight defires new, for be Jaith the 61d is better. 
And ſoit is in Religion, Owod primum verum, 
Truth .is alwatesfarſt : and fince Epiſcopacy 
hath been of fo laſting an abode, of ſo long 
a bleſsing, ſince ir harh ever -combin'd with 
Government, and hath been taught by that 
fpiritthathath ſolong.dwelcin God's Church, 
and hath now according to the promiſe of 
Jeſus, that \{aies the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt theiChurch, been reftoredamongſt usby 
a heapof miracles, and.as it went away, ſo it 
return'd. 
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OED the hand of Monarchy, and 
in the bolome of our Fundamental Laws; 
ſuffer no evil tongue to ſpeak againſt this 
Truth, which hath had ſo long a teſtimony 
from, God, and from Experience, and from 
the wildome of ſo many Ages, of all your An- 
ceſtours and all your Laws, leſt ye be found 
to ſpeak againſt God, and neglect the things 
that belong unto your Peace, and get nothing 
by.it but news and danger, and what other 
effects ye know not. But Leontinus Biſhop of 
Antioch ſtroak'd his old white beard and (aid, 
When this ſnow is diſſolved, a great deal of dirty 
weather will follow ; meaning , that when rhe 
old Religion ſhould: be queſtioned and diſ- 
countenanced, the new Religion would bring 
nothing but trouble.and unquietneſs : and 
we have found it ſo by a ſadexperience. 

4. Yecannot obey God unleſs ye doe Ju- 
ſtice : for this alſo is better then ſacrifice, ſaid 
Solomon , Proy. 21.3. For Chriſt, who is the 
Sun of righteouſneſs, is a Sun and a Shield to them 
that doe > nes > The Indian was not im- 
munred ſufficiently by the Aclantick ſea, nor the 
Boſphoran by the walls of Ice, nor the Arabian 
by his meridian Sun, the Chriſtian Juſtice of 

the 
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the Romane Princes brake through all inclo- 
ſures, and by Juſtice {et up Chrifts ſtandard, 
and gave to all the world a teſtimony how 
much could be done by Prudence and Va- 
lour, when they were conducted by the hands 
of. Fe And now you will havea great 

trial of this partof. your Obedience to God. 
For you are to give ſentence in the cauſes 
of half a Nation: and he had need be a wiſe 
and a good man that divides the inheritance 
amongſt Brethren ; that he may not be abuſed 
by contrary pretences, nor biafled by the In- 
tereſt of friends, nor tranſported with the un- 
juſt thoughts even of a juſt Revenge, nor al- 
lured by the opportunities of Spoile , nor 
turn'd afide by Partiality in his own con- 
cerns, nor blinded by Gold, which puts our 
the eyes of wiſe men, nor couzened by pre- 
tended Zeal, nor wearied with the difficulty 
of queſtions, nor directed bya general meaſure 
in caſes not meaſurable by it, nor born down 
by Prejudice, nor abuſed by reſolutions taken 
before the cauſe be heard, nor over-ruled by 
National Intereſts. For Juſtice ought to be 
the ſimpleſt thing in the world, and is to be 
meaſured by nothing but by Truth and by 
"2M Laws 
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Laws and by the decrees of Princes. But 


wharteyer you doe; let not the pretence of a 
different Religion make you think it lawful 
to opprefs any man in his juſt rights. For - 
Opinions are not, but Laws only, and doing as 
we would be done to, are the meaſures of Juſtice : 
and though Juſtice does alike to all men, Jew 
and Chriſtian, Lutheran. and Calviniſt; yet 
to doe rightto them that are of another on 
nion is the way to win them; but if you for. 
Conſcience ſake doe them wrong, they will 
hate you and your Religion. | 
Laſtly, as obedience is better then ſacrifice, {0 
God alſo ſaid, I will have mercy and not + ce 
meaning. that Mercy is the beſt Obedience. 
Perierat totum quod Dems fecerat, niſi miſericordia 
ſnbveniſſet , ſaid. Chryſologus, all the creatures 
both of heaven and' carth would periſh , if 
Mercy did not relieve us all; Other good 
things, more or leſs , every man expects ac- 
cording to the portion of his fortane: Ex cle- 
mentia omnes idem ſpþerant, * but from Mer 
and-Clemency all the world alike do expect 
advantages. And which of us all ſtands 6h 
this day, that does not need God's pardon and 
teKing's? Surely noman is ſo much —_ 
with, 
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__ {8). 
with his own innocence, as that he will be 
willing toquit his claim to Mercy: and ifwe 
all need i. fer us all ſhew it. 
Nature imperio gemimus, cum funus adults 
Virgints occurrit, vel terra clauditur infans, 
Et minor igne roo! 


\ 


If you do but ſee a Maiden carried to her 
grave a little before her intended marriage, or 
an Infant dye before the birth of Reaſon, Na- 
ture hath taught us to pay a tributary tear : 
Alas! youreyes will behold the ruineof many 
Families, which thongh they ſadly have de- 
ſerved, yer Mercy is not delighted with the 
ſpeRacle; and therefore God 'places a watry 
cloud in theeye, that-when the light of hea- 
ven ſhines upon it, it may produce a rain-bow 
to be a Sacrament and a memorial that God 
and the ſons of God do not loveto ſeea man 
periſh. God never rejoyces in the death of him 
that dies ; and we alſo eſteem it undecent to- 
have Muſick at a Funeral. And as Religion 
reaches us to pity a condemned Criminal, ſo 
Mercy intercedes for the moſt benign inter- 
pretation of the Laws, ou muſt indeed be as juſt 
as the Laws, and you muſt be as merciful as your 
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elivion: and you have no way to tye theſe 

Ns but An follow the « Ano in the 

Mount ; doe as God does , who in judgement 
remembers mercy. | 

Toconclude ; If every one in this Honou- 

rable Aſſembly would joyn together to pro- 


mote Chriſtian Religion in it's true notion, 


thatis, Peace and Holineſs, the Love of God 


and the Love of our Brother, Chriſtianity in 
all irs proper uſefulneſs, and would not indure 
in the Nation any thing againſt the laws of 
the Holy Jeſs; it chey were all zealous for the 
doQrines of Righteouſneſs, and impatient 
of Sin in your ſelves andin the people, ir is 
not to be imagined what a happy Nation we 
thould be. Bur if ye divide into parties, and 
keep up ufeleſs differences of names or inte- 
reſts ; if ye do not joyn inthe bands of Peace, 
thar is, the King, and'the Church, Religion, - 
and the good of the Nation, you can never 
hope to fee a bleſsing to be the end of your 
labours. Remember the words of Solomon, 
Righteonſneſs exalteth a Nation, but fin is a re- 


| proach to any people : but when Righteouſneſs 


is advanced in the hearts and lives of the 
Nation , who fhall dare to reprove your 
_ Faith? 
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Faith ? who can find fault with your Reli. 
ton ? 

God of his mercy grant that in all your 
Conſultations the Word of God may-be your 
meaſure, the Spirit of God may be your guide, 
and the glory of God may be your end:: He 
of his mercy grant that Moderation may be 
your limit, and Peace may be within your 
walls as long as you are there, and in all the 
Land for eyer after. But remember, that ſince 
the honour and ſervice of his Majeſty, and 
the peace and proſperity of the Church, the 
poopently of our fundamental Laws, publick 
Juſtice, and the honour of all legal Autho- 
rity, the advancement of Trade thy: wealth 
of the Nation is your defign , remember, I 
_ pray, what warranty you have to expect all 
this; no leſs then the words of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, but it is upon thefe terms, Seek ye 
firſt the Kingdome of God, and the righteouſneſs 
thereof, and all theſe things ſhall be added to you. 

en. 
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